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Fun Facts… 

1 Julius Cesar was the first to declare 
January 1st as a national holiday. 

2. Americans drink close to 360 million 
glasses of sparkling wine on New Years. 

3. Each year, usually 80% of New Year’s 
Resolutions are abandoned by February. 

4. The tiny Pasific island Krirbati is the 
among the first to welcome the New 
Year. American Samoa is the last. 

Did you know? 

Did you know that Betty White died at 
the age of 99 on December 31st, 2021? 
She was only 17 days away from 100. 

How many grapes do the 

Spanish use on New Years? 

a) 10 

b) 12 

c) 14 

d) 16

New Year, New Us! 

H ello! Welcome back to the Navigare Newsletter and I hope 
you are all enjoying the New Year! I hope 2022 will be full 
of fruits and greatness for all of us!  

 This whole month has already been a journey and time flew 
like no other. There is so much to unpack here like the New Year’s 
celebration with the Disciples, the day of the Three Kings, another 
week in Valencia, and weeks of preparation for exams! And I have to 
tell you, I’ve never had more of a fun and stressful month in my life 
than what I experienced in January. But the community is always here 
to help support us and especially in our studies. Nonetheless, let’s get 
onto Navigare Newsletter: Edition 1.6…
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A  life size Nativity Scene that was shown in Valencia  
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Disciples 2022 

Since we are now in 2022, it’s important to 
start off strong and have goals in place. And 
as being part of this community, I learned 

how to truly celebrate correctly, especially for big 
holidays as such. On New Year’s Eve we celebrated 
with a beautiful dinner and very tasty wine. We sang 
songs and shared stories and talked all night long. 
We had mass at the very last hour of 2021 and we 
sang a hymn that lasted about 45 minutes. And we 
ended perfectly on time on midnight for the brand 
New Year. I’ve never experienced anything like this 
and it was truly amazing. Then after a good rest 
after New Year’s Eve celebration, we had an 
evening on New Year’s Day reminiscing on all the 
events that took place in 2021. We had brothers act 
out specific highlights of the year, there were some 
brothers that sang songs, and some that told many 
stories. We recognized great achievements in the 
Dsiciples and we had a fantastic time.  

 Besides the great celebrations, the Disciples 
also taught me other values as well. You could 
probably guess what I’m about to say but I’m going 
to say it anyways. The importance of setting goals 
for yourself this year. I know we’ve all heard it a 
million times, but it’s so true. However, what I 
learned from them is to center your goals so that 
you can reach the greatness that God is calling you 
to. Also, to not limit yourself but instead let yourself 
grow in different talents and passions that you can 
discover further. 

I took this picture through a window at our school 
-Universidad San Dámaso 

This is the Navigare and Br. Cesar in downtown Valencia 
eating churos with hot chocolate 
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Valencia Part 2 

So here we are again… in Valencia!! However 
we only came here for like 5 days, to take 
advantage of time to study and rest. So most of 

the brothers and the Navigare went to Valencia after 
New Year’s and we went back to Villaescusa just 
before Día de Los Reyes Magos.  

 We spent a lot of time studying, picking 
oranges, making orange juice, and enjoying the life in 
Valencia. However, this time the Navigare got to visit 
downtown Valencia with Br. Cesar. We walked around 
a lot and we saw… prepare yourself… the Holy Grail! 
I’m honestly very blessed to have had the chance to 
see this and it was a surreal moment for me. We also 
got to see some other churches and we ended up eating 
some churos with hot chocolate before we headed 
back the house. This was such a highlight of my year 
so far.

Roscón?! 

A nother holiday that is very important, especially 
to the Spaniards, is the day of Los Tres Reyes 
(the Three Kings). The thing that is different 

here in Spain than in most American households, is that 
many people treat this day like a second Christmas. All the 
family members would put their shoes in the living room 
over night and then wake up to gifts and cards inside their 
shoe. Then the celebration would continue in the morning 
by cutting open a delicious bread called Roscón. The thing 
about this bread is that, there is usually a little figurine 
inside and whoever finds it, has to buy the Roscón for the 
next year. This celebration actually makes so much sense 
because there is gift giving like how the Three Kings gave 
to Jesus. This makes more sense than giving gifts on the 
birth of Christ in my opinion.
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Go-Karts? Yes Please 

A nother highlight of this month was the 
opportunity to Go-Kart with the Disciples. 
Fortunately, Br. Tomás’s brother gave him 

tickets to go drive Go-Karts in honor of his perpetual vows 
this last December! And Tomás was also kind enough to 
invite us!  

 This was so much fun, and from what I remember, 
this track that we went to has been better than the ones I’ve 
been to in the U.S. But that’s not saying much because I’ve 
only been go-karting like 3 times in my life. Anyways, I 
think I ended up with a whiplash and a couple bruises after 
the race because some people decided to crash me into the 
wall… Nonetheless, I would do it again because it was the 
most fun I’ve had in a while. Also, side note, Stephen got 
like top 3 in 2 of the 3 races and honestly, he deserved it. 
Good job Stephen!

Exams!! 

The thing about exams is that, they’re going to 
be stressful no matter where you are. And that’s 
especially true with exams at San Dámaso. 

However, it does mean that it pushes you to study more 
and to study in a way that you’ve never studied before. I 
find this true, especially with the classes that we are 
taking. As for the Navigare, I had 5 exams (Intro to 
Christianity, Ethics, Anthropology Philosophy, Logic, 
and Texts), Dominik had 5 (Latin, Spanish, Origins of 
Christianity, Pentateuco, and Greek Literature), and 
Stephen had 4 (Latin, Spanish, Origins of Christianity, 
Pentateuco, and a presentation in his Hebrews class). 

Answer =B) 12
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