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Christmas Fun Facts 

1. Hallmark holiday movies only take 2 
weeks to film 

2. There is a Christmas tree in Marbella, 
Spain worth $15 million 

3. In the song, The 12 Days of 
Christmas, the “Partridge in a Pear Tree” 
symbolizes Jesus Christ 

4. Bethlehem in English means “House 
of Bread” 

Did you know? 

Candy canes are supposed to represent 
shepherd’s staffs and the white color 
symbolizes purity of Jesus while the red 
color represents the blood that was shed 
for our sins.  

“by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 
53:5) 

Truth or False? 

1. Br. Andrej is Slovakian  

2. Robert is amazing at bowling 

3. Stephen doesn’t like turkey 

4. Dominik thinks DC would win against 
the MCU 

The Longest Month of the Year... 

Welcome to all of our family and friends out there! We 
hope you are all enjoying every minute to the fullest 
and just know that we are constantly for praying 

everyone that is supporting us in our journey here! It’s already been 
half of the Navigare year! Oh how the time flies, right? 

As 2021 comes to an end, let’s take a look at this final month 
of the year for the Navigare program. December has been such a 
fruitful month of studies, youth groups, convivencias, celebrations, 
growth in community, and the list goes on! Dominik and Stephen are 
improving a lot in their spanish-speaking skills and I’m perfecting my 
spanish even more! In December, there’s also many bonding moments 
for us Navigare, bringing us closer to each other. So let’s dive right 
into it, shall we? I present to you…Navigare: December Edition 1.5

NAVIGARE
VOLUME 1.5

Enjoy this picture of us after losing a game of bowling to a few Spaniards…
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Convivencias 

At the beginning of December, a couple of 
apostolates (like Frassatti and Emaus) 
decided to have retreats at the beginning 

of December. Since I’m a leader in Frassatti, I had 
to go on that retreat whereas the other two 
Navigare joined Emaús on the same days. 

Frassatti held the retreat (convivencia) in 
the mountains which was around an hour away 
from Madrid. We had so many kids that 
participated (6th-9th grade) in the 5 day retreat. 
The retreat was full of games, activities, sports, 
and many hikes. However, most importantly, we 
had many opportunities to grow in the faith 
through daily mass and laudes, adoración, and 
talks/ formation from Fr. Paco and others leaders 
like myself. For example, I gave a talk to my group 
of kids about the importance of family and placing 
God in the center. I gave a testimony that the kids 
loved and it showed me how important 
testimonies are. Not just for kids but for everyone 
because seeing another person being able to 
overcome similar issues, is very encouraging. 
Nonetheless, this is one of my favorite retreats 
I’ve been to because of the amount of faith these 
kids want to grow. 

Emaús, at the same time, decided to hold 
their convivencia in Avila. Their retreat was 
dedicated to studies. So for five days, Stephen and 
Dominik spent their time studying and keeping up 
with the intense classes at San Damaso. From what 
both of them have told me, it was really fruitful 
and they also had time to grow their faith and 
spend time with God in prayer.
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Spanish Night Life 

U nlike most other countries, Spain is 
well known for having the best night 
lifestyle, especially for the youth. 

Usually, many people would go to sleep around 
10pm but in Spain, the majority of youth go out at 
10pm. It is a very lighthearted, fun thing for 
young people to do (people in their 20s more or 
less). Many would usually go out to dinner, a 
movie, a bar, etc. A weekend to spend with friends 
out at night is a typical way that people recharge 
for the following week. Like one night, we went 
bowling and to dinner with Alberto (on the right) 
and Ignacio (on the left) as you can see. This is 
the picture we took after the Navigare lost :(

Simposios… 

Simposios are very common with the 
community and in apostulates because we 
want to celebrate a certain event or just reunite 

everyone together. This month of December, we had 
a simposio for Emaus to do exactly that. It was so 
much fun to be there because I’ve met so many more 
people and I bonded more with those who I already 
knew. We has a very nice dinner with lots of toasts 
and smiles. The food was amazing and the 
conversations were very fruitful as well. This 
simposio reminded me of how important it is to 
surround yourself with people that share the same 
faith and inspire you to become a better person. This 
group has age groups from 16 - 30 years old so the 
amount of experiences that are shared in the 
community, really allow for many perspectives.
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El Mesias 

The Navigare went to another 
concert this month with the 
community! This specific 

group is an english speaking group 
called El Mesías. All of their songs were 
in english so it gave our brains a break 
from thinking in Spanish constantly. But 
it was definitely an interesting concert 
that consisted of four major singers: 
Alto, Soprano, Tenor, and Bass. The 
orchestra was very beautiful as well and 
the concert ended with a classic 
Hallelujah Chorus. 

¡Votos! 

N ow, this is probably the most important event that took place in 
December. On December 19th, 2021, Br.Tomás Sastre and 
Br.Andrej Makovnik made their perpetual vows. This is such a 

beautiful and crucial day for them because this means that they have given 
up their lives completely to God for the rest of their lives. They spent years 
preparing for this very day and months to prepare this celebration. Both of 
their families came to support them and share their love for their sons. It 
was just a beautiful ceremony and so many people came. The day started 
on Saturday with testimonies from Tomás and Andrej, as well as an all-
night adoration to offer prayers for them. Then the day continued to 
Sunday with the morning of Laudes and prayer. At around noon, we had 
the official mass and ceremony. I’ve never seen such a beautiful 
community in my life and I’m glad I was here to witness this experience.
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¡Feliz Navidad! 

Feliz Navidad to everyone! Over here in Spain, we 
prepared very well for the coming of Jesus through 
prayer and especially a with a retreat. Leading up to 

Christmas day, we had a retreat in Villaescusa for 2 days of 
silent prayer. But once it was time, we celebrated Christmas 
with a well-prepared mass, with joyful songs that we sung to 
Jesus, and an amazing dinner. We spent the night sharing 
stories, laughs, and smiles. Although it was our first 
Christmas away from our families, we’ve been blessed to 
spend it with this community.

Rite of Passage 

One final thing that I want to talk about 
is the rite of passage that we took this 
month. This rite of passage was based 

on Protagonismo. The purpose of this was to 
further lead us onto the path of greatness (the 
first rite of passage that we took). This virtue 
would help push us to become great leaders, to 
take initiative, and to encourage other people 
around us. It’s a very important virtue to have 
and this was our chance to dive deeper into it. 

 We committed to this rite of passage on 
one of our community hikes (as you see in the 
picture on the left). As a part of accepting this, 
we were also given The Divine Comedy by 
Dante. 

Answers: 1-T; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T
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